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_. WE I fhould enter upon the Examinatton 
| of a Cloud of Scandal, vented fromthe - 


high Church Magazine by their Mouth, 


_ the Rehbeasf2l, alledging, that in this Paper I 


write againft the Duke of Marlboroagb and 
my Lord Treafurer.; I fhould feem to put 
- too much value upon the ridiculous Sophi{ms 
ofthe Party, who now fet up to preve the 
Whigs Enemies to the prefent Govera:nent. 
— Ihave often defir’d that Author to prove 
-fome of his Affertions, before he goes on 
with more,—and I fhall repeatafew, which 


~ whenhe will anfwer, Vil promife to clear 


this Paper from having the leaft Refi ciiva 
in it, or in its Defign, upon the Duke of 


oe ‘Marlborough. 


So 
: 


1. If Kings are vefled with their Autho- 
rity fure Divino, as he has often af- 
ferred, inherenc in the Race or Line, 


Cuelday, June 18. 1706. 


what Title the Slay has to the 
Crown of England 
2. To what End he can argue for the [a- 
cred Right of Succeffion, but. to inva- 
lidate the Titleof the QUEEN ? 
3- How he makes it out,that Whigs and 
Rebels are the fame things ? 
4» How he will prove, a Whig wrote the 
Memorial by way of Sony, ? 
Thefe are Queries I have frequently put 
to him, and which he never arcempts to 
reply to, and which till he-does, I have 
promised him never to aafwer his {ubfequent . 
Cavi's, as not worth any Man’s Notice. 
But ihat I may Clear up the Whigs from 
being Enemies to the Buke of Mzriborough, 
and particularly this Paper ; J fhall cxamiaea 
little, wo are mcf likely tobe Enemies to 
the Duke and theGovernment; thofe that re- 
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theStrength of Parties, in which that Town, — 
as we as all England, is moft unbappily die 
vided, has been fully try’d, and the High — 
Church Gentlemen have had the Mortifica- — 
tion to fee their Ibegal and Arbitrary Pro- — 
ceedings condemn’d in an open Court of — 
Juftice, and the People of Taunton reftor’d 
to their undoubted Right; 7he Cafe in fhore 


joyce with him at the mighty Succeffes, with 
which Heaven bleffes his Grace's £ndea- 
vours to redeem us from Tyranny,and Fure 
Divino Doétrines, or thofe that repine at 


eme i 
val let Mr. Rebearfer be blam’d, if this 
forces me to reveal fome Follies of his Par- 
ty, which otherwife would have been con- 
ceal’d 5 for I delight not to tell him, that 
the High-flying Gentlemen, as well Clergy 
as others, have not ftuck to exprefs their 
exceeding Regret, even at this Victory, 
which nothing of a true Lover of England, 


cand the Proteftant Religion, can forbear re- 


joycing at. 

Itold him a Story in my laft from Coven- 
sry, of a Clergy-man, who learnedly diftin- 
guith’d of this Matter, and faid, it was 
good News forthe Nation, but not for the 
Church.—-Good God! what Church is it 
we have among us, to whom it is not good, 
that the French Power fhould be broken.— 
Another Clergy-man in London was heard, 
on the firft Arrival of the great News trom 
Barcelona in aPaflion of Concern, tofwear 
by Ris Maker, we are all undone; are thefe 
the Gentlemen, on whom when I refleét, 
Mr. Lefsly will have me mean the whole 
Church ? No, no Mr. Rebearfal, there is in 
plain Englifh an unhappy Defe€ion in the 
Tnferiour Clergy, and too many are de- 
bauch’d with Migh Church, and French Prin- 
ciples, which I take to be the fame things; 
but this is the Misfortune, not the Contfti- 
tution of the Church ; "tis her Difease, fhe 
labours under it, and I doubt not, will by 
the helpof Vidtory and the Duke of AazI- 
sehr i be in Time cur’d of it, 

I fhall now give him a remarkable and 
known Hiftory of High Church Temper, ‘as 
to the late Viétory, as a Teftimony to the 
World, who are Enemies to the Govern- 
ment, and the Duke, the High Church, or 
the Whigs ; and. becaufe, I will noc be 
charg’d with Forgery, } (hall take the Free- 
dom to name Perfons, Places and Records, 
tet him confute me if he can ? 

’ There has been a remarkable Conteft in 
the Town of Taunton in Somerfetfbire, about 
the choofing Ehurch-wardens for this laft 
Year forthe Parith of Taunton St. Mary’s,in 


whict-not the Juftice of the Caule only, but 
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was thus. 


The Office of Church-warden is a place ; 
of fo much Trouble and Charge,.and if — 
honeftly executed of fo little Advantage, — 
that few People are folicitous tobenam’d 


to the Employment; but two things made 


the Cafe differ in Zeumton, which may per- qi 
haps be ufeful to obferve in other Places, 


and is therefore touch’d at here. 


The Office had been diligently engrofs’a 
by the Party for feveral Years paft, in which 
time feveral Irregularities had been commite 
ted, unneceflary Charges brought onthe — 
Parith, Accounts clandeftinely paft, the Pas 


rifh Church damnified, and almoft thrown 
down, and abundance of unwarrantable 


Praétices made ufe of 5 of which the Pa- — 


rifhoners could have no fatisfa&tory Ac- 


count. Thefe things caufed a great Strug-. _ 
gle in the Town at the laft Eleétion of — 


Church wardens, the one fide for keeping 


the Power in their Hands, and the other, | 
for getting Men in they could be better — 


fatisfy’d with. 


The Ele&tion was at Eafter 1705,—when 


Mr. Gale Minifter of the Parith, claim’d a. 
Right of naming one Ghurch-warden by 
Vertue of the Cannon Law, which as it afe. 
serwards appear’d, does give the Minifter 
the Right of naming one, where it is not 
otherwife determin’d by the Cuftom and 


ft 
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Ufage of the Place,-Now it was plain, it: — | 


had been otherwife determin’d here by the 
antient Ufage of the Place; however Mr. 


Gale infifted upon his Claim, and accord: _ 


ingly nam’done F.... is Ofmonton tobe one 


of the Churchewardens, and the Party fet, 


up two more, viz. Tho. Aasket an Attcrney, 


and Simon Weftcot an Apothecary. The 


Majority of the Parifhoners chofe Mr. Frane, _ 
sis Newton, Arthur Towil, and Jbo. Pasfons, ; 
the laft were fairly chcfen by an open Poll;. 
Proclamation made, mutua:’y clofed and’ 


determin’d, and no body could imagine any 
. ‘ In- 
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_ -Parfons 


_ diretts? 


Jaterfuption confd be given, tilt High 
_ Church Anthority comes tointerpofe; and 
 pythis, the Suffrage of the Parifhoners 
_ wasactually deftroy’d, Liberty of Ble@tion 
_ diffolv’d, Majority contemn’d, and the 
Minor fet up in Defiance of Juftice, 
_ It-js the Cuftom of Jaunton, that the 
Ghaape or of the Dijocefs of Bash and Wells 
i and {wears the Church-wardens, 
when chofen by the People 5 and accord- 
ingly Mr. Newton, Mr. Towil, and Mr. Par- 
fons were prefented to the Chancellor to be 
fworn; but in fhort, he was pleafed, with- 


4 out any Reafons given, to refufe them ; and 
tho’ a Mfanmdamus, and an alias Mandamus 


was fued out and ferv’d npon him, he ftill 
_ perfiftedin his Refufal 5. at laft he confider- 
_edof it, and admitted one ‘of the three, 
viz Mr Jowil, but refufes the.two other 3. 
-_ and in their Room, of his own abfolute Au- 

- thority and meer High Churclr Pleafure, 
admits and {wears two of che other, viz 
Mr. Wefcot and Mr. O/monton; who had no 


manner of Pretence to an Eleétion. 


This Treatment brings the honeft Pa- 


a rifhoners to feek their Kemedy -at Law; 


and accordingly Mr. Newton, and Mr. 
bring their Aétions. againft 
William Hugbes Efq; Vicar General, and 
principal Official, as. be ftiles bimfelf, of 
the, Bifhop of Bath and Wells, for {wear- 
ing the ufarping Church-wardens , with- 
— out being legally chofen , and alfo 
3 ainft the Minifler. © 
°F is ftrange thefe Gentlemen fhould not 
know, that the Reign of Her. prefent Ma- 
jefty is remarkable, for the Impartial Un- 
yaft Currency of the Laws, andthat Op- 
preflions of all forts, are not only difcou- 
rag’d by Her Majefty’s Royal Example; bue 
thatthofe, who being Opprefs’d, either by 
— Church or Party-Tyranny, fare fure of Re- 
. drefs, if they apply for it were the Law 
‘Had they Refleéted on this, they would 
not only have defifted their Irregularities, 
‘and forborn-Impoling on their Neighbours, 
- put much k/S would they have ftood the 
 Tryal of the Law, and ventur’d to appear 
 §aa Court of ‘Juftice, in a Caule of which; 
they knew they.maft have Rezfon 3. be 
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Had'they Examfw'd bue the good Succets: 
‘of the Mayor of Norwich, in Sweariog an 
Alderman that wasnever Chofen, and ma- 
king dovblé Returns for Members of Parlia- 
ment, they would have bluth’d if fa much 
Grace is not deny’d them, to have been 
feen in a-thing, equally Arbitrary, equally 
Scandalous, and equally Meriting Re- 
proof. a 

It is enough to tell the World, they were 
fhamefully caf in both Actions, at Weft- 
minfter-Hall this very Term 3 and {ent down 
to leagn more Wit, having been told from 
the’ Bench, they had not Mathematical 

_ Heads, and now they may pay theic Char- 

"ges if they can out of the Parifh Money — 
Andif they will accept of my Advice, it 
fhoutd be to behave themfelves fo for the 
future,that their Neighbours may not think 
them unfit to be trufted with che Parith- 
Stock 3 the beft Method for which, is to 

“give a good Account of what they. have 
been trufted with already. . 

Thus much for their Mortifying Ete@ion, 
I comenow to what more particularly con- 
cerns the prefent Cafe ; viz. Their Beha- 
viour 3 as to the Publick of which, this is 
the Abraét. 

The Confirmation of the Famous Vidtory 
at Rameliies, and the taking of Briffels, — 
Ghent, Bruges, &é. happen’d to come to 
Taunton, both on the fame Day, viz. Thasfe 
day,.May 24. 

The Whigs, as they do Univerfally, Ex 
preff the greateft Surprize of Joy pollible, 

_at fuch a Flux of wellcome News 3 and to 
Exprefs their Loyalty, feveral of them 
went, tho’ Jate at Night, to Mr. Thomas 
Gule, the Mayor. of the Town, to have the 
Bells tung ; it isto be Noted they did nc¢x 

_ go,.to him as Mayor, but as he is alfe 
Church- Warden of Taunton Ss..Marys, a 
plying themfelves at the fame time to Mr. 
Butler ; another of the Church-wardens, for 
Liberty toring, but were peremptorily dee 
ny'd by both,—feveral Arguments were as’d 
to perfwade, and particularly che Diflemters 
of the Town had taken the Charge “Poa 
them, and ent.Money for the Ringers ; a 

“Jaftabout Midnight,. they were prevail’d 
with to.lec. them.cing, tho’ much againft 
thejs Wills, as appear'd 5 for the. next a 
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Mr. Mayor, and Mr. Symon Wefteos declar’d, 
they had rather have given $ Guineas, than 
the Bells fhould have beenrung. 

On the 1/t of fune, the News came of 
the raifing the Siege of Barcelona, and thefe 
Gentlemen being then delir’d again to ies 
_ the Bells be rung, abfolucely refus’d it, an 
there was no cinging atall in that Church. 

At the other Pacith, viz, Of ‘Taunton St. 
Fames, feveral of the. Parifa bad obtain’d 
the Key of the Bellfry, and began to ring 5 
but they had not been long at it, but onc 
of the Church-wardens, the firft Letter of 
whole Name is Mr. Slape, and one Mr. Yard, 
a Shoe-maker, and Deputy Vicé Admiral of 
the County, ran tothe Steeple, fei) foul on 
the Ringers, beat and abufed them, and 
drove them down Stairs =| 

I forbear to repeat fome of their difloyal 
and (candalous Expreffions upon this occa- 
fion, becaufe perhaps it might expofe them 
to the Refentmeut of the Government; 
but ‘I cannot omit one thing, that the Sex- 
tons Wife of St. fames Parifh having honeft- 
dy and innocently let the Ringers into the 
Bellfrey, little thinking it could be an Of- 
fence to have the Bells rung for beating the 
French, they turn’d the poor Man out of 
his Place of Sexton,to the Ruin of his Fa- 
mily, and put another in his Room. 

Nor was this all. But fome honeft Whigs 
being réfolv’d Taunton fhould not be filent, 
when all the Nation rejoyc'd, got together 
to make a Bonfire in the Market-place. 

The Wood was no fooner put together, 
and the Pile made up, but the Party ina 
at Rage gather’d together to pull it 

own,and Mr. Yard in parcicular cry’d out, 
They rould not bave the Church burnt upon 
rhe Corn Hill, Mr. Mayor being alfo of the 
fame Rank, (ent to take the Names of the 
People concern’d in it, threatning to indi& 
them fora Riot 3 tho’ I fuppofe he will con- 
_ fider of it, and remember his Brother the 
Mayor of Norwich before he attempts it. 
_ Indeeditis worth note, that thefe Gen- 
tlemen did not think fit to execute their 
Defignof pulling down the Bonfire, or put- 
fing it out; for J have always obferv’d of 
this high Party, they were ever better at 
Swearing than fighting ; the Bonfire was 
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lighted, the Wood was burnt, the People 
rejoyc’d, and the Church hadno Damage; 
except when Mr. Yard wasChurch-warden, 
and pull’d down the Pulpit, ard fo undere 
min’d two of the Pillars, that theyfelidown, 
and a great Part cf che Charch with them, — 
and put the Town to.6o0/.Chargetobuild 
jt up again. RE 
_ Upon thefe Proceedings, 1 would gladly 
refer it to Mr. Rebearfa}, or indeed to any 
body elie to deter-nine, which of thefe — 
Sort of en are the greateft Friends to 
the QUEEN, the M:nifir,, orthe Duke of 
Marlborough thoie that rejoyce at the — 
great Succeffes he gains, and the Profpe- 
rity of the pudlick Atfairs 3 thofe chat ring — 
the Bells, and fent a Guinea to the Ringers; 
or thofe that had rather have given 5 Gui- 
neas, than they fheuld have rung atall ?— 
whether are moft likely to burn the Church, 
they that make Bonfires for Vi€tory overa 
Popifh Army 5 or thofe tkat would have — 
the Rejoicers indicted for a Riot ? ae 
And whenever for the future, it remains 
a Doubt ; who are the Friends of the pre- 
fent Government, and the Duke of Marl- 
borough ; let them go to Taunton for their 
Inftruétion. _ 
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ADVERTISEMENTS, 
This Day is Publith’d, 


-_ riofa, being a Collection of fome of the — 
pone: Phznomena in Nature, Accounted 
by the greateft Philofophery of this Age ; to- 
aqucher with feveral Difcourfes read before the 
Royal Society, for the Advancement of Phy- _ 
fieal and Mathematical Knowledge. Printed 
ter red hs at the re elin St. Paul’s Churche q 
as ‘obm Senex, and ¢ ice, . t “A 
Pleece Tavern in Cornbil, Oe TS ae 
Ina few Days will be Publifh’d, a 
A New Defcription of the World, de- 
lineating Europe, Afia, Africa, and 
America; with a Map and Tables of the 
Empires, Kingdoms, Provinces, aad Cities 
therein, together with a Chronological and ; 
Hiftorical Account of the Emperors, Kings, 
Princes, Governments, Religion, Lang as 
ges, Cuftoms, Comuiodicies, Revolutions, — 
and Rareties thereof. By 4. Curfon,Gent 
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